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I went for a walk in Brum Woods the other day. (Because 1} warm October days should not be
wasted and 2} I needed inspiration for this newsletter article.) As I walked, I was filled with many
thoughts. (I also got in a mile’s worth of steps, so it was a win/win.) Since part of the walk was to find
inspiration for this article, I wanted to share those thoughts with you.
The first thing I was filled with was gratitude. I was and am grateful for the beauty of nature. I am
not a poet, so I will not try to delve too deep in describing the beauty of the walk. But the rich reds and
oranges, the squirrels moving in the brush, and the red cardinal flying right in front of me were all beautiful gifts of
Creation. And for them I give thanks to God, our Creator. All good gifts come from God, of course. And I have
received far greater gifts than a small bit of woods near my house. But I was still grateful for the beauty God had
given me, has given us, that morning.
I was also filled with gratitude for Ms. Lena Brum. Lena died long before I came to Batesville (although she is
buried in our cemetery). But her gifts and generosity have still made my life better. They helped to facilitate the
formation of Brum Woods. (Those of you who know the history better than me can tell me later just how much.)
And that’s important. I suspect all of us want to know that what we do now matters now and can/will matter in the
future. I know very little about how Lena lived, about how her actions affected those around her at the time. But
her generosity has made the lives of countless citizens of Batesville and Southeastern Indiana better. Because
Brum Woods is a gift, for that, I am grateful.
As I pondered that gratefulness, I wondered how we might respond to these things in our own lives. How we
can we all show forth the gratitude we have for God’s good gifts to us, including of Creation? How might we give
in ways that affects the lives of those around us in positive ways? How might we use our resources (read: money),
our time, our very selves to make better the world and community around us? How might we, like Lena Brum, find
ways to leave a legacy? I am, of course, not saying we should all donate large tracts of land to the city. That feels
like a pretty specialized way of giving. But we can all share words of inspiration. We can all give hugs to our
friends. We can all support organizations like the food pantry, SAFE Passage, or homeless shelters in our area (or
in Indy and Cincy). We can all do things that make the world a better place. That will fill OTHERS with gratitude
similar to what I experienced in the woods. We just have to choose to do so.
And then, I was filled with gratitude one more time. Because in my 3½ years here
I have learned that this sharing is exactly what our congregation is good at.
Newsletter articles like this are important reminders; they serve as touchstones for us.
But this congregation has lived into this call. We DO share. We HAVE found ways
to leave legacies of love. And I know that, whether or not I write this article, we will
keep doing so. (There is a large pile of boxed potatoes on the stage to make that
point.) So I am grateful. Grateful to God for God’s blessings; Grateful for the gift of
woods to walk through on a warm fall day; and Grateful for all of you: Your
generosity and love is worth being grateful for.
Shalom,

Thank you so much for the

gift I received for Pastor
Appreciation month from
the congregation. It was a
surprise and very much
appreciated. Even more
appreciated is the chance
to serve this special
congregation. All of you
make this particular
place of call a true joy.
Thank you so much!

A page from the hymnal…

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

#82
Based on Psalm 103, the text of this hymn was written in 1834 by Henry Francis Lyte. An
Anglican clergyman, Lyte was born on June 1, 1793 at Ednam, UK. He studied at the Royal
School at Enniskillen, and graduated in 1814 from Trinity College. He had intended to study
medicine, but changed to the study of Theology. He took Holy Orders in 1815. He was an author and poet and also
wrote the words to the hymn “Abide With Me” (#521). Lyte died in Nice, France on November 20, 1847.
The tune, LAUDA ANIMA, (“Praise, My Soul”) was composed for this text in 1868 by Sir John Goss. Goss was
born into a musical family at Fareham, Hampshire, England, on December 27, 1800. As a youth, he was a chorister
at Chapel Royal, Westminster Abbey and the opera chorus at Covent Garden. Later, he was professor from 18271874 at the Royal Academy of Music, and was organist at Saint Paul’s Cathedral, London, from 1838-1872. Goss
was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1872 and received a Doctorate of Music degree from Cambridge in 1876. He
was also a hymnal editor and published a two volume collection of Anglican service music and anthems in 1854.
Sir John Goss died in London on May 10, 1880.
“Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.”
David W. Hanson, Organist/Choir Director
St. John’s (Huntersville) UCC

LITURGIST & BENEVOLENCE
SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER
6
13
20
27

Myron Kanning ...................... Camp Washington
Charlie Dieckmann .......... Strengthen the Church
Cindy Feller ............ St. John’s Scholarship Fund
RD Kitchell .............. St. John’s Emergency Fund

Congratulations!
Kyle Meyer & Danielle Nuckols
united in marriage October 1,
2022 at the Willow Lake
Event Center in North Vernon,
IN. Kyle is the son of Randy
and Linda Meyer.

Best wishes to

the newlyweds!

PRAYERS FOR:
-

Nikki Sarringhaus.
John & Connie Moody.
Dawn Buettner.
Kent Meyers (son to Taaron & Roger).
Chyntia Buczak (Cancer, friend to Dan Hall).
Danny McDonough (Health Issues, father to Sarah
Feldmann).
Carolyn Carson (Breast Cancer, grandmother to
Nikki Sarringhaus).
Loretta Jones (Health Issues, cousin to Dale Koester).
Robert Weiler Jr. (Colon Cancer).
Lori Mauer (Thyroid Cancer).
Dawn Buettner.
Vy (Thie) Hetzendorfer (Breast Cancer).
The Family of Ruth Thie.
Dave & Bonnie Johnston.
The Family of Douglas Maple.
Jerry Rose (Cardiac & Neurological Issues).

Congratulations!

Congratulations!

Congratulations to our very
own Rhett Davis for being
crowned the 2022 Pumpkin
Show Prince, representing
Batesville Primary School.

Congratulations to our very
own Jaxxon Welborn for being
crowned the 2022 Apple Fest
Prince.

Who knew we had such royalty among us here at St. Johns!

For our 50th Wedding Anniversary,
we decided to go to Daytona Beach
and spend a week at the place where
we went on our honeymoon. It was a great,
relaxing week and when we got home --- WOW!!!
Here were all these Anniversary cards in the mail
from our Church Family! And they kept coming!
Talk about feeling the love! Thank you, thank you,
thank you for making our special anniversary even
more special! Love you all! ~ Dick and Cindy Feller

Thanks

so much to RUMM
GE
the many people who
SALE
worked endless hours to
make our rummage sale such a success this year. To
all who helped set up items ahead of time to get
everything ready, to those who donated items, those
who worked to prepare the items for the sale, those
who came early mornings to set up outisde and then
return that evening to bring tables back inside,
those who helped put up tents and take them back
down. Also thanks to the two people who volunteered
to do the advertising and the lining up of people to
help with set up. I am so grateful for all the help and
support. Items that are left have been donated to
Back Bay Mission, to the So Loved Closet, to
Mission 3:16, to the Ripley County Reuse Free
Center, to area nursing homes and to the family from
Sunman who lost their home and all their belongings
to a recent fire.
~ With thankful hugs, Jenell
We will be decorating the
church for Christmas on
Monday, Nov. 21 starting
at 6:00pm. We haven’t
decorated as a group for a few years now so there
will be a sign-up sheet near the card signing table so
we know who would like to help. In the past, this
was always a fun time and we have some new trees
for the sides of the altar and other new ideas. Thank
you in advance for your help! Any questions – call,
email or grab me in church --- Cindy Feller
812-212-8308 / cindyfeller1@gmail.com

VETERAN’S DAY: We will
be honoring our veterans and
their families as a part of our
worship on November 13th. We
hope those that have served
will be there to receive our thanks for their service.

Big thanks to all who contributed to
the 35th Annual CROP Walk. Thanks
to Marlene Emsweller’s idea, we
rented the Liberty Park pavilion and
served a light luncheon. The setting,
fellowship and weather offered a
wonderful backdrop for our
walk. There were 70 walkers and
around 10 workers taking care of needs and
questions. Thank you to Jim Wintz for securing and
handling the P.A. system, Pastor Joey for his tribute
to Pastor Creighton, Serenity Feldmann and Zach
Frye for their help with set up and all others who
contributed in some way. Marlene secured a grant,
purchased food and prepared and served the
luncheon. Everyone I spoke to felt this was an
excellent idea and is looking forward to next year.
On walk day, Joe counted around $10,000 in
donations. There are several churches with their
contributions yet to come in. This means that added
to the 500 CROP Walks nationwide, including
107,000 walkers, we will be able to serve many of
God’s people. Praise God!
PS: there was a grand total of $495.37 donated to the
CROP Walk this year through the coin bottles and
benevolence offerings. HOW awesome. Thank YOU!

2022 St. John’s UCC
Scholarship Recipient
We are happy to be able to award
Garrett Wagner our Scholarship
from the church this year in the amount of $400.00.
This fund was established in 1998 as a gift from the
Howard and Dorothy Borchelt family in memory of
their parents. Garrett attends Indiana State
University in Terre Haute. He is majoring in
Information Technology and minoring in Political
Science. He also has been a member of the ISU track
and field team. We are very happy for Garrett’s
success at ISU!!
May God guide Garrett in his studies and please
remind him of the love and support of his home
church, St. John’s UCC!!

What is your favorite Christmas tradition?
Please submit your response to
the office via email, phone call,
drop it on my desk or write it on
your pledge envelope.

Watch for responses in the December Messenger!

To honor the Veterans buried in
our Cemetery, our church will be
placing a wreath on each
Veterans' grave site. This will
occur in mid-December along
with
several
other
local
cemeteries
through
the
WREATHS Across AMERICA project. Donations to
the cemetery board to help offset the cost of $15 per
wreath would be greatly appreciated. If interested,
please give your donations to Danny Narwold, Mark
Meyer, Gary Weber or Rob Wagner. Please see Rob
with any questions.
As part of the 100th Anniversary
of the Sunday School Picnic
💒 ● next July, we are seeing if
●
there is interest in having a
COUNTRY
“Country Store” like in the
STORE
●
● past. Our thoughts are to have
different “parts” of the store –
produce, baked goods (specialty baked goods like
homemade breads, coffee cakes, not the usual cookie,
pie, and cake sale), canned goods, fun crafts, nice
handmade gift items, etc. Do you sew, knit, quilt, or
crochet, are you a talented woodcrafter, is making
jewelry an interest of yours, is gardening and canning
your passion, do you love making greeting cards, are
you an artist, do you enjoy floral design, maybe dabble
in propagating plants, or do you just really like making
crafts of all kinds?

𐐮

We have a “sign-up” sheet by the card signing table to
find out who is interested in donating to the store and
what your specialty is to give us an idea if the Country
Store idea is something to pursue for the Picnic.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
15
16
17
18
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

ANNIVERSARIES

Any questions: Give us a call!
Cindy Feller
812-212-8308
Sheryl Voss
812-212-8996 or 812-934-3803
Bev McKinney 812-212-2307 or 812-623-2709

November

Maci Sarringhaus
Art Brebberman, Drew Jaisle
Austin Brebberman, Melinda Carter,
Martha Dieckmann
Steve Jobst, Adalyn Placke
Linda Hellmann, Troy Riehle
Eric Meyer, Emily Vest, Gayla Vonderheide
Gayle Sarringhaus
Linnie Fullenkamp
Stevie Vohland
Mark Blanton, Olivia Merida, Bodhi Owens
Levi Borgman, Jocelyn Sitterding
Seth Dial
Jim Placke
Baylee Benoit, Liam Bryant, Brian Mauer,
Dane Placke, Kailey Schaeffer
Tom Muto, Velma Placke, Bob Selke,
Whitey Weberding
Kent Sitterding
Rachel Nunlist, Christina Robbins
Bob Weiler, Jr.
Kay Bailey
Josie Cornett, Andy Klingworth
Amy Siefert
Ken Slagle
Ben Nunlist
Duane Brougher
Greg Meyer

November

19 Dale & Sandy Wittkamper
30 Nick & Kay Bailey

Membership Directory Update:
We are starting the process of updating our member photo directory. It has been
some time since we last published the directory, and some member information
is bound to be outdated. Members please double check your information that is
currently in the directory and update any information as needed. We are also
asking for new/current photos, you may do it in several ways:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Email the church with the updated information (preferred method due to photo submission)
Drop a note off to the church office before or after worship
Put any new information in your pledge card during the stewardship drive
Mail the information to the church
Call the church during office hours and give your information to Shannon Hankins

We hope to publish copies of the new directory in early 2023, so please help us ensure that we have the most
accurate information.

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Emma
Weiler, the daughter of Chris
& Carey Weiler. Emma is
attending Marian University
in the Fall of 2023. She will
be majoring in Exercise
Science and Nutrition. She
has also signed to play golf at Marian.
Other golf related news:
Emma
and
Addyson
Weiler, daughters of Chris
& Carey, were both on the
State Finals team and
finished 6th out of 18
teams at the IHSAA State
Finals. Emma finished 19th
and Addyson 44th out of
104 golfers from around the state. Emma received all
state honors for the 4th time in her High School
career. She is only the 30th player in the history of
the state of Indiana to accomplish this honor.
Overall, the BHS girls’ golf team was 118-14
on the season. They broke both the 9 hole
and 18 hole school team records. Won a total of 4
Invitational titles; Won the EIAC
Conference; Won the Ripley County
Tournament; Won the IHSAA Sectional
Championship; and finished runner up
at the IHSAA Regional Championships.

November
5 - Drive Thru Turkey Dinner 4pm-7pm Batesville
Knights of St. John Hall.
6 - Beta Sigma Phi Sorority Holiday Bazaar 10am BPS.
- Drive Thru Turkey Dinner 4pm Batesville United
Methodist Church.
10 - Blood Drive St. Anthony’s in Morris 10am-2:15pm
and 3:30pm-6pm. Appointments requested.
11 - Batesville Chamber Holiday Open Houses & Ladies
Night 9am-8pm (stop by the Chamber first).
12 - Holiday Shopping Expo 8am-2pm St. Mary’s
School Greensburg.
- Whistleberry Festival 4-7pm Kiwanis of New Point.
20 - Sunman Area Life Squad Annual Breakfast 7am.
24 - Annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot 7:15am
Liberty Park.

YOUTH: The Middle School /
High School youth group will be
meeting at 11:30am on Nov. 13th.
We will have lunch, a brief Bible
study, and make some plans for the
rest of the year. In fact, the hope is
to put dates on the calendar for the rest of the school
year. So bring your calendars (and your hungry
stomachs) and join us on the 13th!
Our Year of Sunday School
continues this month with a
day honoring our local
educators… and St. John’s
history in educating the youth
of our area. The kids of our
Sunday School will be
inviting their teachers to join
us in worship on November 20th, where they will be
thanked for the good work they do. On that same
day, we will also be remembering and honoring our
School House, which for many decades was school
for so many local youth and children. To top it off,
our Children’s Choir will be singing. It will be a
day you won’t want to miss, so plan to join us!

Thank you. . .
to the many people
who brought bread for
our altar on World
Communion Sunday.
The altar looked amazing with so much good food
resting on it. And the sharing downstairs after
worship was delicious. Trying something new can be
risky, thank you for coming through and making this
one a grand success.

Our Church, Our Spiritual Home & North Star
Ephesians 2: 19-22
Now, therefore, you are
no longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints
and members of the
household
of
God,
having been built on the
foundation of the apostles
and
prophets,
Jesus
Christ Himself being the
chief cornerstone, in
whom the whole building, being fitted together,
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you
also are being built together for a dwelling place of
God in the Spirit.

Worship Service: 9:00am / Children’s Sunday School: 10:15am
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday, 8am–4pm
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Confirmation Classes:
Year 1 @ 6pm
Year 2 @ 7pm

6

7
Men’s Choir
Practice @ 8:15am /
Singing during service

8
Sunday School Board
Meeting @ 6pm

9
Council Meeting
@ 6:30pm

11

Veterans Day

12

BAMA @ 1:30
FINAL Greifshare @ 6pm

Confirmation Classes:
Year 1 @ 6pm
Year 2 @ 7pm

COMMUNION
Daylight Savings
Time Ends

13

Saturday
5

Greifshare @ 6pm

10

Chancel Choir Practice @
7pm in the Choir Room

Friday
4

14

15

Chancel Choir Singing

16

17

18

19

25

26

NO Confirmation Classes
Messenger
Deadline

20

21

22

23
Chancel Choir Practice @
7pm in the Choir Room
Confirmation Classes:
Year 1 @ 6pm
Year 2 @ 7pm

@ 6pm
National Bible Week

27

28

29

Chancel Choir Singing

30
Quiltmakers @ 9:30am
Confirmation Classes:
Year 1 @ 6pm
Year 2 @ 7pm

First
Sunday
of Advent

I love my church family!

24
Thanksgiving Day

National Bible Week

FALL

THANKFUL

NOVEMBER

GATHER

TURKEY

PLYMOUTH

HOLIDAY

CORNUCOPIA

STUFFING

PILGRIMS

FAMILY

THANKSGIVING

PUMPKIN

GOBBLE

CRANBERRIES

CORN

GRATITUDE

POTATOES

FEAST

PIE

TRADITION

