
May 16, 2021 
 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 
300 N. Huntersville Road, Batesville, IN 47006 

 

Worship Service: 9:00am /  

Sunday School: 10:15am 
 

[* = Those who are able may stand,  

L = Leader, P = People and A = All] 
 

Words of Welcome: “Before they call I will answer; while they 

are still speaking I will hear.”     ~ Isaiah 65:24 

 
 

Thought to Ponder:  Sometimes the grass is green ‘cause it’s fake. 
 

Organ Prelude:  “Adagio in G Minor” — Thomaso Albinoni 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Call to Worship
+
 

 

One: We are God's work of art--each one of us a precious gem, 

 a marvelous melody, a potter's delight. 
 

Many: We are God's handiwork--woven together in love,  

 Shaped with infinite compassion,  

 painted with incredible beauty. 
 

One: We are the church of Jesus Christ--diverse in human qualities,  

 but united in our call to love God with all our heart, mind,  

 soul, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

Many: We are the Body of Christ--sharing his peace,  

 carrying his hope, embodying his love,  

 in the world he loves so much. 
 

One: Remind us, Holy One, who we are and what our lives are about. 
 

Many: Renew us and empower us to live out the miracle  

 of who and whose we are. 
 

All: Together let us worship the living God,  

 who makes all things new. 
 

Musical Meditation #1:  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  arr. Joel Raney 
 

*Prayer of the Day:       

Holy One, you are always present in our lives. Through your Spirit, you move among us, speak 

to us, and empower us in our walk with you. Allow us to feel that presence this morning. Help us 

to do all we do as if it were bringing glory to your name. And empower these confirmands that 

as they make vows this morning, they would be able to keep them. May their lives shine like 

lights in dark places. For we pray all of this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 



Hymn: “Lord of the Dance” 
 

1) I danced in the morning when the world was begun,  

And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun; 

And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 
 

Chorus:  Dance, then, wherever you may be;  

 I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

 And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be,  

 And I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 
 

2) I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee 

 But they would not dance and they would not follow me; 

 I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 

 They came with me and the Dance went on. 
 

Chorus 
 

3) I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 

 It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back; 

 They buried my body and they thought I’d gone, 

 But I am the Dance and I still go on. 
 

Chorus 
 

4) They cut me down and I leapt up high, 

 I am the life that’ll never, never die; 

 I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me; 

 I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 
 

Chorus 
 

Mission Moment: Strengthen the Church 
 

Especially for Children 

The Song:  “Jesus Loves the Little Children” 

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. 

Every child in every land, Jesus holds them in His hand, 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
 

*Musical Meditation #2:  “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” arr. Whitsett 
 

Reading from the Holy Scripture: Acts 1:1-11 

 Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Message:  “Every Thing in the Name of Jesus” 
 

Anthem         “Here I Am, Lord” — Pastor Joey 
 

Pastoral Prayer  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The Celebration of the Rite of Confirmation 
 

For: Gwen Haakinson, Will Jaisle, Anna Mauer, Luke Sarringhaus, Kailey Schaeffer, Addyson Weiler 
 

The Invitation and Words of Scripture 
 

The Confirmation Vows and Promises 
 

*The Statement of Faith [In Unison]   

    We believe in you, O God, Eternal spirit, God of our Savior Jesus Christ and  

our God, and to your deeds we testify: 

  You call the worlds into being, create persons in your own image,  

   and set before each one the ways of life and death. 

  You seek in Holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 

  You judge people and nations by your righteous will declared through  

   prophets and apostles. 

  In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Savior,  

   you have come to us and shared our common lot,  

   conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to yourself. 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the 

church of Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all 

ages, tongues, and races. 

  You call us into your church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,  

to be servants in the service of others, to proclaim the gospel to all 

the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ’s baptism 

and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory. 

You promise to all who trust you forgiveness of sins and fullness of  

grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, your presence in 

trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in your realm which has no end. 

 Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen.
+ 

    
 

The Prayers of the Congregation [In Unison] 

Almighty God, who in baptism received these your servants into the church, forgave their sins, 

and promised them eternal life, increase in them the gifts of your Holy Spirit. Grant love for 

others, joy in serving you, peace in disagreement, patience in suffering, kindness toward all 

people, goodness in evil times, faithfulness in temptation, gentleness in the face of opposition, self-

control in all things. Thereby strengthen them for their ministry in the world; through Jesus 

Christ our Savior.  Amen.
+
 

 

The Act of Confirmation and Lying On of Hands 

The Prayer of Confirmation 

The Address and Question about Participation 

 

*The Welcome and Promise of the Congregation [In Unison] 

We welcome you into our membership and the Body of Christ. We promise you our continued 

friendship and prayers as we together share the hopes and labors of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

May God  bless you  on  this sacred day.  May  we  together continue to be witnesses of the love  

of Christ. 
 

The Greeting of Christian Love  

The Signing of the Membership Book 

The Prayer  



Invitation for Our Offerings:        
 

Organ Offertory:  “Andante Cantabile” — Tshchaikovsky 
 

*Offertory Prayer: 
 

The Celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion    
[We share an open communion here at St. John’s. All who have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior are invited] 

 

The Communion Prayer and Words of Institution  

 The Lord’s Prayer:     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen 
 

Sharing of the Bread & Cup 
(Note that there are grapes in the trays – these grapes are offered for youth who have not been confirmed or who are not 

yet taking Communion. We want them to start experiencing the meaning of communion and feel included.) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving     

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the 

presence of Christ.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us forth into 

the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  In the name of Jesus 

our Savior.  Amen.
 

    

*Benediction: 

 

Organ Postlude:  “A Song of Rejoicing”  — Rasley 
 
+
 Adapted from Adapted from the Presbyterian Church in Morristown, NJ, original by Ben Valenti 

 

Ministers  Every Member 

Pastor Rev. Joseph Feldmann 

Pastor Emeritus Rev. David Johnston 

Organist/Choir Director Mr. David W. Hanson 
 

BENEVOLENCE CALENDAR: 

May   2 Batesville Children’s Summer Meal Program 

May   9 St. John’s Emergency Fund 

May 16 Strengthen the Church 

May 23 St. John’s Cemetery Fund 

May 30 St. John’s Sunday School (Vacation Bible School) 
 

All offerings placed in the pew envelopes go to the mission for that Sunday. Your weekly offerings for the Local Church Expenses, 

Benevolences, and Building Fund should be placed in regular numbered church offering envelopes. These are available at the 

back of the church. If you are visiting with us this morning, we invite you to sign a visitor card and place it in the offering plate. 

Thank you for worshipping with us. 
 

St. John’s Prayer List – May, 2021  
 

Those Bereaved (these names remain on for one year): Mary Barnes (Charlotte Huffmeyer’s 

sister); Marilyn Tangman (friend of Candy Bessler’s father); Glen Butte (former member); Jason 

Wintz (son-in-law to Shannon Hankins & nephew to Jim Wintz); Don Barton (uncle of Elizabeth 

Hall); Randy Riehle (brother to Pam Gutzwiller & son to Nick & Marlene Riehle); Earl L. 

Wilhelm (brother to John and Cindy Wilhelm); Jessica Wiedeman (friend of Charrel Raver & 

Cindy Wilhelm); Steve Gookins (brother-in-law to Myron & Linda Kanning); Jim Brutsche 

(Kristina Frye & family); Zane Koester (cousin to Dale & Marian Koester and Barb Foster); 

Scott Vonderheide (father to Keevan Vonderheide, cousin to Mike & Gayla Vonderheide); 

Howard Wessel; Carol Pinckney (friend of Elizabeth Hall); Lois Strand (mother to Dawn Buettner); Edgar Schebler 

(brother to Randy Schebler); Mildred (Darringer) Frye. 



Others For Whom We Have Been Asked To Pray: Doris Lamping; Debbie Rollins; Rita Zimmerman (cancer); Beverly 

Hitchcock (cancer); Carl Holbert (health issues); Bill Nicholson; Brian Meyers; Dave Butt (cancer), Dave Amberger 

(health issues); Vernon Meyers; Nathan Hall; Rhonda Zukoski (cancer); Mary Curran (breast cancer); Toby Holman 

(diabetes); Chuck Klosterman; Jessica Schumacher (health issues); Valerie, Dave & Jakob Stebel (continued prayers after 

the loss of their son/brother, Cody); prayers for Claire Ronnebaum and her family (3 year old with cancer); Cason 

Weberding; Gayle Sarringhaus; Greg Bultman (health issues); Paul Long (health issues); Mike Straber; Donna Doyle 

(diagnosed with ALS), Tracy (stage 4 cancer); Barbara Schwartz (heart problems); Julie Sparks (cancer); Ron Raver 

(health issues); Sandy Dalton (heart surgery, Bea & Howard Wessel’s daughter); Sharon Bartling Much (health issues); 

Dennis Winia (health issues, friend of Ron Meyer); Reverend Charles Flory (health issues); Beth (Evans) Lamping (health 

issues, friend of Sherry Linville and a teacher at Batesville); Nikki Sarringhaus (cancer); Abby David (colon cancer, 

friend of Elizabeth Hall); Elton Linville recovering from an illness; Bonnie Johnston with an extended illness; Nathan 

Cross (health issues, son-in-law to Ron & Linda Meyer); Gerald Huffmeyer (recovering from back surgery); Kent Meyers 

(son of Taaron & Rodger, recovering from brain surgery); Nick & Kay Bailey (the loss of Kay’s sister Nancy); Melvin 

Krieger (health issues); Jennifer Huffmeyer (recovering from surgery); Elizabeth Hall (dealing with ongoing health 

issues); Warren Brown, father to Amber Wirth (battling COVID-19); Chyntia Buczak (stage 3 Cervical Cancer, friend to 

Dan Hall); Matthew Royster (sophomore at Greenfield Central HS, battling Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, a student to David 

Hanson); Bob & Vicki Wilhelm (health issues). 
 

Members/Friends Serving Active Duty in the Armed Forces:  Aaron Gordon, Chris Williams, Kris Freeman, Steven 

Meer, Ryan Miller (Mac & Gail’s son), Curtis Davidson (Scott & Sharon’s son); Brantley Springmeyer (grandson of Ron 

& Jenell Schroeder). 

 
Our Members and Friends in Nursing/Retirement Homes: (For Peace)    

St. Andrews Health Center in Batesville: Willis Rouse 

Majestic Care Nursing Home in Connersville: Ruth Thie 

Chateau of Batesville: Margaret Meyers 

 
Our Prayer List is an important part of ministry for our congregation.  If you would like to have a name added, please fill 

out the Prayer List Request form and turn in to the office.  If you would like to help update us on the condition of 

someone who has been on the prayer list, we appreciate those notes also and if you added a name and the person can 

now be removed from our prayer list, please let the church office know. Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Scriptures 
 

Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day 

when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom 

he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 

them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not 

to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 

me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 

each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 

to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him.  


