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from the Pastor . . . 
We are in the heat of Lent and you are hearing so many words from me between regular Sunday services and 

Wednesday evening services, that no one needs more. So instead of writing a large pastoral article this month, I 

want to share three quick notes that are important to our life and covenant together. 
 

WE PUT OUR SERVICES ONLINE… BUT YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE: As you likely know, since COVID 

we have been broadcasting our services on Facebook Live. This is a help to many and is likely to continue. It has 

been our unofficial policy that those in attendance know they might be fleetingly on the broadcast. But we want to 

make this clearer… and offer an out. This primarily occurs during the occasional sweeps of the congregation made 

from the front. People enjoy these sweeps because it helps them to feel more “there.” But if you would rather not 

be online, please talk to me. Since we have only a handful of videographers, it should be possible to NOT have you 

appear in the broadcast. No questions will be asked. Just talk to me. 
 

This also applies to other moments of social media and website honors. I try to catch when people in our 

congregation are doing something exciting and share on our Facebook page. Sometimes this includes pictures I 

have taken. If you would like to NOT share about you, or have a restriction on how much we may share, please let 

me know. (One member, for instance, asked me not to share her last name.) All requests will be honored with no 

questions asked. Part of our covenant is holding space that can be safe for all. And I will do my part by holding 

your privacy concerns, where they exist, as best as I am able. 
 

SHAKING HANDS IS OPTIONAL: Every week, I stand at the back of church to shake the hands of the 

congregation as people leave. I enjoy this and am glad to hear about the lives of y’all, the members and friends of 

St. John’s. But I want you to know there are options. One, there are several doors out of the Sanctuary; I will never 

chase you if you leave a different door, at least not just to shake your hand. Second, and more important, there is 

not a requirement that approaching me after worship equals hand shaking. If you do not want to shake hands, either 

for a week or in general, just let me know, either by saying something to me OR by in some other way showing it. 

I will happily just wave or extend a word of greeting. I love shaking the congregation’s hands. But it is and always 

should be a choice you make. 
 

LEAVING MESSAGES: It has come to my attention that sometimes messages are left on the church voice mail 

over the weekend. Because, well, of course they are, and they should be; Shannon deals with them ably and well 

once she gets into the office on Tuesday morning. This is why I am writing this. If the message is meant for me and 

is timely, please do NOT leave it on the voicemail. It is not regularly checked between Thursday 

at 4pm and Tuesday at 8am. Instead, please call me on my cell phone (618-304-3723). This is 

especially true for pastoral emergencies and hospitalizations. I want to be able to pray with you. 

If an event happens after hours or on the weekend, please call my cell. 
 

That’s it for now. Watch this space next month for joyous Easter message. And please join us for 

Lenten and Holy Week services. I look forward to seeing you there. 

 Shalom,  

March 2024 



A page from the hymnal…  
“O THE DEEP LOVE OF JESUS” 

#398 
 Of the numerous hymns written by Samuel Trevor Francis, “O the Deep, Deep Love of 

Jesus,” his most famous, is the only one included in our hymnal. The son of an artist and 

merchant, Francis was born in Cheshunt, Herts, England on November 19, 1834, but lived in 

Hull, South Yorkshire. He was an open-air preacher, traveling with the Plymouth Brethren 

Congregation, preaching throughout Great Britain, Canada, Australia and the Middle East. 

He wrote hymns and poems until his death, at age 92, on December 28, 1925 in Worthing, Sussex, England. Many 

of his writings were published in “The Life of Faith” and other publications. This hymn was published 

posthumously in 1926. The hymn text is based on: Ephesians 3:18; “How wide, how high, and how deep is the 

love of Christ,” Lamentations 3:22-23; “the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to and 

end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness,” and Romans 8:39; “nor height, nor depth, nor any 

other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 

 The tune, EBENEZER, (which means “stone of help”) was composed by Thomas John Williams, and is an 

extract from his cantata, “Light in the Valley,” which he dedicated to his step-father. Williams was born on April 

25, 1869 in the Swansea Valley region of Wales. He was a composer and organist, serving Zion Church from 

1903-1913, and Calfaria Church, Llanelli, from 1913-1944. EBENEZER, composed in 1896 and published in 

1897, is named in honor of Ebenezer Chapel, which he was attending at the time he composed this tune. Williams 

died in Wales on April 24, 1944. The first line of this hymn is inscribed (in Welsh) on his tombstone. The tune is 

sometimes known as “Ton-y-Botel” (“tune in a bottle”). 
 

“O the deep, deep love of Jesus - ‘tis a heaven of heavens to me; 

And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to Thee!” 

David W. Hanson, Organist/Choir Director 

St. John’s (Huntersville) UCC 

 
 

♰ Requesting Prayers for: 
 

- Nikki Sarringhaus.    

- Gayle Sarringhaus. 

- Carolyn Carson (Nikki Sarringhaus’ grandmother). 

- Dave & Bonnie Johnston. 

- Vicky & Jim Wintz. 

- Randy & Becky Schebler (Health Issues). 

- Margaret Meyers (For comfort). 

- Becky Fields (Cancer, sister-in-law to Ron Meyer). 

- Bryce Timonera (On his deployment to Kuwait). 

- Dale Koester (Passing of Marian). 

- Edna Rouse (Passing of Willis). 
- Justin & Sarah Benoit & family (Passing of Justin’s father). 

- Andy, Sarah Jaisle & family (Passing of Andy’s mother). 

- Dale & Sandy Wittkamper and Elaine Wessling 
(Passing of their brother Earl). 

- Mark & Lara Mortimer (Passing of Lara’s father). 

- Gerald Huffmeyer (Speedy recovery from surgery). 

- Connie Moody & family (Passing of John). 

- Ashton Akridge (Daughter of Jennifer & Gerald Huffmeyer). 

- The Family of Bethany Holland (Granddaughter of Don 

& Georgia Haarman). 

Congratulations  

to Ashton & Shane Akridge 

on the arrival of their new 

baby boy! Albie Holland Melvin Akridge arriving 

February 20, 2024, weighing 6lbs 9oz and is 19” long. 

Albie is doing great ahead of being born breech and 

being delivered by emergency C-section, so please 

pray for a speedy recovery for Ashton. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL EASTER EGG HUNT: 

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held March 30
th

 

at 10am with a light breakfast at 9:30! 

We hope you can join us for this 

longstanding Sunday School tradition. 

JOE WITH PASTOR JOEY:  
 at Amack’s Well each Monday 

 from a little after 9am until noon. 
 (You can usually find him upstairs.) 
 Come for casual conversation, to

 get something off your chest, or 

 just to support our local business. 



LENTEN SERVICES: 

It is our tradition at St. John’s to have services each 

Wednesday night during Lent. These begin at 7pm 

and last between 30-40 minutes. Our theme this year 

is Wandering Heart: Journeying with Peter. Please 

join us either in person or online each week as we 

look at the disciple 

Peter and his 

journey with Jesus. 

Each week, we will 

ask how HIS life 

and journey might 

help us with our 

own. We would 

love to see you. 

 

 
 

Holy Week 2024 Schedule 
Sunday, March 24

th
 at 9am, Palm Sunday Service: 

Hoe you can join us for worship. 
 

Thursday, March 28
th

 at 7pm, Maundy Thursday 

Service with Communion: We will remember the 

last night of Jesus’s life, including the beginning of 

Communion. 
 

Friday, March 29
th

 at 7pm, Good Friday Service: 
Our Good Friday worship will include a Tenebrae 

celebration, as the night gets darker and Jesus’s 

death comes at last. 
 

Saturday, March 30
th

 at 9:30am, Sunday School 

Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt at 10am: Come join us. 
 

Sunday, March 31
st
 at 7am, Sunrise Service, 

featuring the Ecumenical Easter Cantata Choir: 
Easter dawns bright with many ways to celebrate the 

resurrection! There will be an Easter Sunrise 

featuring our Ecumenical Easter Cantata and their 

40
th

 year of performing. This service is at 7am, with 

an Easter Breakfast immediately following.  
 

Sunday, Easter Service at 9am, our regular 

Easter Service with Communion: It is THE High 

Holy Day for us as Christians, so be sure to join us! 
 

Sunday, April 7
th

 at 7pm, Encore Presentation of 

the Ecumenical Easter Cantata Choir: Celebrating 

their 40
th

 year of performing, this service is an 

encore performance from the one that was performed 

on Easter morning. We hope you can join us to see 

this beautiful performance. There will be a social 

hour with refreshments immediately following. 

 

WOMEN’S SELF DEFENSE CLASS: 

WHEN: March 16
th

 from 1pm-3pm. 

WHERE: D&B Martial Arts (now located at 

141 Batesville Shopping Village, Batesville. 

WHO: Women 12 years of age and older. 

There is a $25 entry fee; 

participants from the class 

will receive a discounted 

price when they sign up for 

the class afterwards as well 

as receiving a Self Defense 

Completion Certificate. 

 

 

Anniversaries This Month 
  

4 Jim & Vicky Wintz 

20 Carol & Steve McPherson 

30 Tim & Kathie Pohlman 

 

Birthdays This Month 
 

1 Lindsey Rynn 

2 Janice Brougher, Claire Fullenkamp, Kyle Wirth 

3 Bob Wilhelm 

5 Andy Brebberman 

7 Sarah Dobson 

8 Linda Kanning, Luke Sarringhaus 

9 Josh Pohlman 

10 Sarah Bryant, Sandy Weberding 

11 Derek Davidson 

12 Irvin Harmeyer, Sharon Wessel 

13 Serenity Feldmann, Greg Hellmann 

14 Nikki Sarringhaus,  

 Janet Schumacher,  

 Mike Vonderheide 

18 Joe Volk 

19 Gwen Haakinson,  

 Kathie Pohlman 

20 Chad Emsweller 

22 Colt Narwold 

24 Marla Placke,  

 Austin Wilhelm 

25 Ruby Gardner,  

 Becky Schutte 

30 Gabe Kuykendall 

31 Danette Oswald,  

 Shari Westerfeld 

   

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you to so much 

for the thoughts and prayers 

and the offers of rides during 

Gary’s surgery and recovery. 

He is doing well. 

~ love, DeVota Weberding 

 

I want to Thank you, St. John’s for all of the 

support and donations that you have given to the 

Food Pantry this past year, it has also been a pleasure 

meeting the members of the congregation that 

volunteer here. I also appreciate the support that you 

have provided to me this past year Pastor Joey and 

look forward to you being our new President in 2024. 

~ May God Bless You All, Paul Roell 

 

 

 

THE BATESVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

USED BOOK AND ETC. SALE: 
 

WHERE: 10 West Boehringer Street 

WHAT: Used Book and Etc. Sale.  

 📕 Paperback Books 50
¢
 each 

 📕 Hardcover Books $1 each 

 📕 Miscellaneous items will also be  

  available for purchase. 

WHEN: March 8
th

 and 9
th

 9am-5pm 

Donations are being accepted of  
gently used books, tapes, CDs,  

DVDs, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOADS OF LOVE! 

♡ Have you been given loads of love?  

 I bet you have! Family, friends, God… 
 

♡ Do you have loads of love to give?  

 I bet that’s true too! 
 

♡ How do we spread loads of love 

 to our local neighbors? By doing  

 loads of laundry of course! 
 

Our new outreach 

mission ministry, 

called Loads of 

Love, has begun! 

We have several 

ways locally for our 

neighbors in need 

to get clothing 

items for free or 

reduced costs. 
 

 How do those same neighbors get their clothes 

clean, especially if they have a lower income or 

don’t have laundry facilities in their home? Have 

you thought much about how expensive and 

inconvenient it is to have to do all of your laundry at 

the laundromat? We are collecting quarters, and 

really any money you’re willing to donate, in our 

washing machine at the back of the sanctuary. At a 

future date, we will take these quarters and laundry 

detergent (purchased with that other money) to a 

local laundromat to do loads of free laundry for 

anyone who comes while we’re there. This mission’s 

purpose is to share our love with all our neighbors by 

helping them do a load of laundry. We’ll help until 

the suds and funds run out. 

 
 
 

St. John’s Liturgist and Benevolence Schedule 

March 2024 – April 2024 
March 3 ............................... Lori Mauer .......................... Safe Passage 

March 10 ............................. Kimberly Hill ...................... St. John’s Music Fund 

March 17 ............................. Gary Weber ......................... Our Church Wider Mission (UCC) 

March 24 ............................. Ron Meyer .......................... St. John’s Membership Services 

March 31 (Easter) ............... Joan Westerfeld .................. One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC) 
 

April 7 ................................. Nikki Sarringhaus ............... Batesville Area Ministerial Assoc. (Food Pantry) 

April 14 ............................... Stephanie Anderson ............ Granny Connection 

April 21 ............................... Sarah Dobson ...................... Youth Encouragement Services Home 

April 28 ............................... Rachel Davis ....................... Global Ministries 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo submitted by a friend of St. John’s from the sunset that was on February 12, 2024. 

The mighty one, God, the Lord, speaks,  
and calls the earth from sunrise to sunset.  

~ Psalm 50:1 

SERVICE DAY FOLLOW-UP: 

Thank you to those of you who volunteered your time on Sunday February 18
th

 to help 

Native American Vets dealing with very cold winters. Your time spent by cutting, 

assembling and sewing quilts is a great help to those in need. A lot of fun was had by 

those that attended and we hope we can continue this in the future and attendance will 

grow over the years.  



                                                                           
   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1  

 
2 

3  
 

Men’s Choir Practice 8:15am 
Singing During Service 

 

 

 

4 
 

Sunday School Board 
Meeting 6pm 

 

Ecumenical Choir 
Practice 6:30pm 

 

5  

 
 

6        

Confirmation Class 6pm 
 

Chancel Choir Practice 
7pm in the Choir Room  

 

7    
 

BAMA 1:30pm 
 

8    
 
  

9 
 

10  
 

Chancel Choir Singing 
11  

Ecumenical Choir 
Practice 6:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

12  
 

Council Meeting 7pm 

 
 

13      
  

Confirmation Class 6pm 

 

14  15  
  

16 
 

WOMEN’S SELF DEFENSE 
CLASS 1pm-3pm 
D&B Martial Arts 

17 
    

18 
 

Ecumenical Choir 
Practice 6:30pm 

 
 
 

 

19  

 
20        
 

Confirmation Class 6pm 
 

Chancel Choir Practice 
7pm in the Choir Room 

 

21  
 

22 
 
 
 

 

23   
 

24  
Chancel Choir Singing 

 

Palm Sunday 
with Communion 

31 ~ Ecumenical Easter Cantata 
Sunrise Service 7am 

~ Breakfast  Following 
~ Easter Service 9am 

25 
Ecumenical Choir 
Practice 6:30pm 

 

26  
  

27  
Quiltmakers 9:30am 

 

Confirmation Class 6pm 
 

28  
Ecumenical Choir 
Practice 8:30pm 

 

 
 

Service 
                                   7pm                                             

29 
   

 
 
 
 

 
Service 7pm 

30  
Sunday School 

Easter Egg Hunt 10am 
  Breakfast  9:30am 

March 2024 
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