
St. John’s United Church of Christ 
300 N. Huntersville Road, Batesville, IN 47006 

Worship Service: 9:00am / Sunday School: 10:15am 
 

March 17, 2024 
 

[* = Those who are able may stand, L = Leader, P = People and A = All] 

 

Thought to Ponder:  

“Very truly I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains just a single grain of wheat; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit.” ~ John 12:24 

  

Organ Prelude: “Consolation” — Hegarty 

 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Pastoral Greeting 

 

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 119): 
 

L: How can young people keep their way pure? 

P:  By guarding it according to your Word. 

L: With all our hearts, we seek you. 

P:  Do not let us stray from your commandments. 

L: We treasure your Word in our hearts. 

P:  So that we may not sin against you. 

L: Blessed are you, O Lord. 

P:  Teach us your statues. 

A: With our lips, we declare all the ordinances of your mouth. 

   We delight in the way of your decrees as in all riches. 

   We delight in the way of your decrees as in all riches 
*Opening Hymn: “How Can I Keep from Singing” #424 #59 

 

*Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession:       

Holy Father, we admit and confess to you that we have sinned. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Deep within us sits our sorrow and all the wrong 

we have done. For the glory of our living Savior, please forgive us. Guide us to do good. Amen. 
 

*Assurance of Grace 
 

Prayer Response: “Glory Be to the Father”  #734 
 

Mission Moment: Our Church Wider Mission (UCC) 
 

Especially for Children 

The Song:   “Jesus Loves the Little Children” 
 

Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world. 

Every child in every land, Jesus holds them in His hand, 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

5 
th Sunday in Lent 



Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-24  

 John 12:20-33 
 

Sermon:  

 

Hymn: “My Tribute (How Can I Say Thanks)” #363 
 

Pastoral Prayer 

 The Lord’s Prayer (sung)  #740 
 

Invitation for Our Offerings   
 

Organ Offertory:  “The Peaceful Garden” — Debussy 
 

Doxology  #34 
 

Offertory Prayer  

 

*Closing Hymn: “Lord of the Dance” #118 
 

*Benediction 
 

Benediction Response: “Lamb of God” #281 
 

Organ Postlude: “Tranquillo” — Beethoven 
 

Ministers Every Member 

Pastor Rev. Joseph Feldmann 

Pastor Emeritus Rev. David Johnston 

Organist/Choir Director Mr. David W. Hanson 

 

St. John’s Prayer List – March, 2024  

Those Bereaved (these names remain on for one year):  
Marian Koester; Willis Rouse; Doris Lamping; John Moody. 
 

Others For Whom We Have Been Asked To Pray:  

Gayle Sarringhaus; Nikki Sarringhaus; Dave & Bonnie Johnston; Carolyn Carson (Breast Cancer, Grandmother 

to Nikki Sarringhaus); Randy & Becky Schebler; Margaret Meyers; Vicky & Jim Wintz; Dale Koester (On 

Marian’s passing); Ashton Akridge (Daughter of Jennifer Huffmeyer); Edna Rouse (On Willis’ passing); 

Connie Moody & family (On John’s passing); Toby Holman (Health Issues, Nephew of Bev & Jeff Schwier); 

The family and friends of Gene Shimandle (on his passing, Gene was the recipient of Cody Stebels’ heart. Cody 

is the cousin to Kristina and Peter Frye); Darlene Hauck & Family (On the passing of her Father, Robert Hauck, 

friend of Kimberly Hill); Martin Fledderman (Health Issues, friend to Dale Koester); Lloyd Koester (Health 

Issues, brother to Dale Koester); John Meyer (Health Issues, friend to Dale Koester); Gary Weberding 

(Recovery from surgery); Delores Cornett; Robert Weber (Recovery from fall); Gerald Huffmeyer (Recovery 

from Carpal Tunnel Surgery); Sandi Maxwell (Cancer, friend of Jennifer Huffmeyer); Don & Georgia Haarman 

& family (On the unexpected passing of their granddaughter, Bethany Haarman); Georgia Haarman (Recovery); 
Dan Borchelt (Cancer, uncle to Barb Foster, cousin to Paul Borchelt). 
 

Members/Friends Serving Active Duty in the Armed Forces:  
Kris Freeman, Aaron Gordon, Steven Meer, Ryan Miller, Chris Williams, Bryce Timonera. 
 

Our Members and Friends in Nursing/Retirement Homes:   
St. Andrews, Batesville: Margaret Meyers, Carol Narwold. 



 

  

LITURGIST / BENEVOLENCE CALENDAR: 

 March 17 Gary Weber Our Church Wider Mission (UCC) 

 March 24 Ron Meyer St. John’s Membership Services 

 March 31 Joan Westerfeld One Great Hour of Sharing (UCC) 

 April 7 Nikki Sarringhaus Batesville Area Ministerial Association (Food Pantry) 
 

 

EVENTS OF THE WEEK:   

March 18: Easter Ecumenical Choir Practice 6:30pm  

March 20: NO Confirmation Class 

 Chancel Choir Practice 7pm 

 March 21: Messenger Deadline 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:      

March 24: Chancel Choir Sings 

March 25: Easter Ecumenical Choir Practice 6:30pm  

March 27: Quilt Makers 9:30am 

 Confirmation Class 6pm 

 Lenten Service 7pm 

March 28: Maundy Thursday Service 7pm 

 Easter Ecumenical Choir Practice 8:30pm 

March 30: SS Easter Egg Hunt 10am / Breakfast 9:30am 

March 31: Easter Sunday 

 Easter Ecumenical Choir Sunrise Service Performance 7am 

 Easter Breakfast following performance 

 Regular Easter Service 9am 

 Bell Choir Performs 

 

 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, March 30
th

: Donuts will be served at 9:30am with the hunt starting at 10am. 

Please join us for this longstanding Sunday School tradition. 

 
LOADS OF LOVE! 

♡ Have you been given loads of love?  I bet you have! Family, friends, God… 
 

♡ Do you have loads of love to give? I bet that’s true too! 
 

♡ How do we spread loads of love to our local neighbors?  

 By doing loads of laundry of course! 
 

Our new outreach mission ministry, called Loads of Love, has begun! We have several ways locally for our 

neighbors in need to get clothing items for free or reduced costs. How do those same neighbors get their clothes 

clean, especially if they have a lower income or don’t have laundry facilities in their home? Have you thought much 

about how expensive and inconvenient it is to have to do all of your laundry at the laundromat? We are collecting 

quarters, and really any money you’re willing to donate, in our washing machine at the back of the sanctuary. At a 

future date, we will take these quarters and laundry detergent (purchased with that other money) to a local 

laundromat to do loads of free laundry for anyone who comes while we’re there. This mission’s purpose is to share 

our love with all our neighbors by helping them do a load of laundry. We’ll help until the suds and funds run out. 
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If you would like to place an Easter flower or Heavenly bouquet (monetary donation to help 
maintain the beauty of our alter) in the Sanctuary in memory/honor of someone on Easter 
Sunday, please fill out the form below and place it in the offering tray or turn in it to the office. All 
forms MUST be turned in to the office no later than Sunday, March 24th.   
 

I would like to: (circle one) place an Easter flower in the sanctuary or -donate a Heavenly bouquet.  
 

In Memory of or In Honor of (circle one):  Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
Given By: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Please bring all flowers to church on Friday, March 29
th

. The Columbus Avenue door will open 

for you. Please sit the flowers on the Sunday School tables. You may pick up your flower after 

service on Easter Sunday, March 31
st
. 



SCRIPTURES 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 

took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I 

was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," 

for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

 
 

John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went and told 

Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who 

hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 

there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 

"Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say--' Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that 

I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I 

will glorify it again." The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has 

spoken to him." Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 

world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people to myself." He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
 



Hymns 
 

How Can I Keep from Singing (page #424) 

My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s 

lamentation, I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 

that hails a new creation. 
 

Refrain: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that 

Rock I’m clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven 

and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that 

music ringing. It finds an echo in my soul. 

How can I keep from singing? [Refrain] 
 

What though my joys and comforts die? The Lord 

my Savior liveth. What though the darkness gather 

round? Songs in the night he giveth. [Refrain] 
 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a 

fountain ever springing! All things are mine since I 

am his! How can I keep from singing? [Refrain] 
 

Glory Be to the Father (page #734) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen. 
 

My Tribute (How Can I Say Thanks) (page #363) 

How can I say thanks for the things you have done 

for me? Things so undeserved, yet you gave to 

prove your love for me; the voices of a million 

angels could not express my gratitude. All that I am 

and ever hope to be; I owe it all to thee. 
 

To God be the glory, to God be the glory, 

to God be the glory for the things he has done. 

With His blood he has saved me; with his power  

he has raised me; to God be the glory for the  

things he has done. 

 

Just let me live my life, let it pleasing, Lord to thee. 

And if I gain any praise, let it go to Calvary. 

With His blood he has saved me; 

with his power he has raised me; 

to God be the glory for the things he has done. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (page #740) 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive  

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver  

us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever, Amen. Amen. 
 

Doxology (page #34) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

Lord of the Dance (page #118) 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the 

earth, at Bethlehem I had my birth: 
 

Refrain: 
Dance then, wherever you may be; 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said He! 
 

I danced for the scribe & the Pharisee, 

but they would not dance and they would not follow 

me; I danced for fishermen, for James & John; 

they came with me and the Dance went on. [Refrain] 
 

I danced on the Sabbath & I cured the lame, 

the holy people said it was a shame; they whipped 

and they stripped and they hung me high; 

and they left me there on a cross to die. [Refrain] 
 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 

it's hard to dance with the devil on your back; 

they buried my body and they thought I'd gone, 

but I am the Dance & I still go on. [Refrain] 
 

They cut me down and I leapt up high, 

I am the life that'll never, never die; 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me; 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said He. [Refrain] 

 

 

 



Hymns continued 
 

Lamb of God (page #281) 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

but you have sent him from your side, 

to walk upon this guilty sod, 

and to become the Lamb of God. 
 

Refrain: 

O Lamb of God, Sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God!  

O wash me in his precious blood– 

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

Your gift of love, they crucified, 

they laughed and scorned him as he died, 

the humble King they named a fraud 

and sacrificed the Lamb of God. [Refrain] 
 

I was so lost, I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your side, 

to be led by your staff and rod, 

and to be called a lamb of God. [Refrain] 


