January 2026
\=[HE
=] MESSENGER

Prepared for the Members & Friends
of St. John’s United Church of Christ (Huntersville)

N
300 N. Huntersville Road | Batesville, IN 47006 | 812-934-4144

.. With God all

things are possible.
lings are possible. @ -
- Natthew 19:26 -



A Page From the Hymnal *%@
THE BIRTHDAY OF AKING #224 *

The best known of his songs, and first published in 1918, William

Harold Neidlinger was the author of the words and composer of the %
music (tune: NEIDLINGER) of this Christmas song. William Harold
Neidlingerwas born on July 20, 1863, in Brooklyn, New York. He
studied music with organists C.C.Muller and Dudley Buck from 1880
- 1890, and in London from 1896 - 1898. He was organist at St.
Michael’s Church in New York City. Neidlinger taught singing in Paris
from 1898 - 1901. Returning to the United States in 1901, he became a
prominent teacher of singing in Chicago, and was a composer of
songs, cantatas and operas. During this time, he became interested in
child psychology and founded a school for handicapped children in
E. Orange, NJ, where he died on December 5, 1924. The hymn is
based on Jeremiah 23:5, Matthew 2:9, and Luke 2:13-14; “Suddenly a
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angels,
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace to those on whom His favor rests”” The Alleluias in the
refrain are in reference to the appearance of the angels.

“Alleluia! O how the angels sang/
And the sky was bright with a Holy Light!”

-David W. Hanson, Organist/Choir Director

DID YOU RNOW?

Our tower clock is a Seth-Thomas, which was
purchased in 1903 through a gift from the estate
of John Dietrich. It cost $525, a year's wages for

an entry level factory worker at that time. In 1988
the clock was restored and moved from the top of
the tower. This was made possible through gifts
from Mr. & Mrs. OJ Schorr & Children and the
Sons of Edwin & Flora Borchelt. Brass clocks of
this craftmanship were built to last several
hundred years. When the restoration was
complete, they trained 3 generations on how to
maintain the clock.
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Epiphany Sunday m m m

We will be celebrating Epiphany this year on January 4. Star Words will

) once again be offered. As always, if you cannot make this Sunday, you
can drop into the office anytime to pick a star word... or call Pastor Joey
to pick one up for you.

Souper Bowl Lunch

Get a delicious bowl of soup & support your local food pantry!

' Sunday, February 8" 11:00am-2:00pm

Batesville Intermediate School Cafeteria
Everyone is welcome!
Freewill donations will be accepted at the door.

Human Traf'ficking Presentation

Kimberly Hill, of the Indiana State Police, will be presenting “Join the Fight to Stop
Human Trafficking” on Monday, January 12 at 7:00pm here at church.

What is Human Trafficking? (

Human trafficking is a form of modern day slavery. This crime occurs when a
trafficker uses force, fraud, or coercion to control another person for the purpose
of engaging in commercial sex acts or soliciting labor or services against his/her /\
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Spotlight On...Sarah Dobson —[] ¢

5 QUESTIONS &1 PHOTO TO GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER A BIT MORE!

1. What is your favorite Bible verse?
My favorite Bible verse has always been Psalm 91:11. It was my confirmation
verse too. It’s always important to remember you aren’t alone!

“For He will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your
ways.”

2. What has been your favorite trip or place to travel?

Although you would normally find me a on a cruise ship in a warm place, my
favorite place I've traveled was Alaska. I've actually been there 3 times on a
cruise. I love how lush and green everything is and the wildlife is stunning! Fun
fact: Jarrod and I got engaged in Juneau, Alaska!

3. What is your favorite color?
I think I've been obsessed with the color teal my whole life.

4. What is your favorite family tradition?

Every year since Gwen was a baby we have traveled with both my parents and
Jarrod’s parents on vacation. So far we have always gone to Orange Beach, AL,
but it is really about having all of us together for a whole week that is so special.

5. Do you have a favorite church hymn?

Pass It On - Fell in love with this song at Merom and love when we sing it at
church! (There are shouting the parts we add at camp that I whisper in the
sanctuary)




St. John'’s,

Thank you for highlighting our troop in
your benevolence program, and for the
generous donation. We are very
appreciative of your continued support.
Troop 634 has a long history in our
community, and it would not be possible
without your valued partnership.

Thank you!

Troop 634

Thank you so much for your prayers & kind
words at the time of Kathy’s brief battle
with Acute Myeloid Leukemia and passing.
The St. John’s church family meant a
great deal to her and Kathy spoke of you
often.

The Family of Kathy Mallory (Werner)

Comments or
Suggestions?

Talk to one of our PRC
members:

Mike Schumacher,
Rachel Davis,
Jena Gerritsen,
Kimberly Hill
or Sarah Dobson!

Dear Friends,

Thank you for the gift of $407 from your
Benevolence Collection. We have received
the check. Your support helps Washington

UCC continue our outreach ministries.

Most recently, Gifts to the Manger,
happened on Sunday, Dec 14, when low-
income families we registered,
representing nearly 300 children, came to
church to choose gifts for their children.
Each child received a new outfit,
underwear, socks, hats and gloves, and
toys or gifts. Families also received a
holiday food box with a turkey or chicken
and giftwrap.

We are continuing other outreach
ministries, including community lunch four
days a week for anyone who comes, Camp

Cupboard & Closet, where shoppers can
get food and donated clothes and
household items, and Homework Club, our
after-school tutoring program.

These outreach ministries could not
happen without contributions from other
churches - like you!

In gratitude,

Laurel Humes, Church Council
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O Lord, let my
Liturgist Schedule: Nw V@GM&W&AM

January 4 - Cindy Feller : -b
e to-

January 11 - Mike Schumacher ._
January 18 - Kristina Frye ' fo—l—!ow yoclllosely

January 25 - Zach Frye ‘":z; .JU \

|— trust in your

February 15 - Jeremy Welborn —WVu .
February 22 - Mike Vonderheide - o

February 1 - Dan Hall
February 8 - Dan Narwold

Church Office Phone: P
812-934-4144
Church Office Email: \<\'

stjohnsuccbatesville@etczone.com

Pastor Joey Email: vy !
pastorjoeystjohns@etczone.com %\ S

MH P«
#.,L . &e‘ Website:
oW

www.stjohnsuccbatesville.org

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/sjuccbatesville/

YouTube:
~ www.youtube.com/@josephfeldmann1025
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_JANUARY

1 Chantel Weiler 15 Will Jaisle

2 Jaxon Welborn 16 Luke Kuykendall

3 Elizabeth Miller Cole Nunlist

5 Paul Borchelt 18 Zachary Frye

6 Addyson Weiler 19 Kristina Frye

7 Michelle Wheat 21 Lane Westerfeld
Kyle Emsweller 24 Ed Lochard

10 Sheryl Voss 26 lan Prickel
Jim Wintz Lillie Sitterding

11 Connie Moody 28 James Spurlock
Jason Emsweller Kohlson Voss

12 Janet Wirth 30 Randy Meyer

13 Greg Westrup 31 Blair Becker
Grace Sarringhaus Colin Becker

14 Sam Sitterding

X X

2 Linda & Greg Hellmann
7 Jane & Jim Link

10 Mark & Michelle Wheat
20 Rick & Carol Dial



JANUARY 2026

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

FRI

SAT

1 ) 2 3
. /?/ew‘OLL
Epiphany & Chancel
4 Communion 5 Sunday 6 7 Prac’?ir:;;p 8 9 10
Sunday School Confirmmati
. onfirmation .
Men’s Choir Meeting, 6p 6 & 7pm BAMA 1:30p
11 12 vuman |13 14 15 16 1%
Trafficking Council
Chancel Presentation . Confirmation
Sings 7p Meeting, 7p 6 & 7pm
18 19 20 Chancel | 22 23 24
Practice, 7p
Confirmation “Aesseﬁger
6 & 7pm Deadline
25 26 2F 28 quittmakers [ 29 30 31
9am
Chgncel Confirmation
Sings

6 &7pm




HAPPY
b NEW YEAR! |

For surely I know the plans I have for you,
*says the Lord, plans for your welfare
and not for harm, to give

you a future with hope.

J*

JEREMIAH 29:11 NRSV




