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As I write this, it is the last days of summer. The first day of school for my children is mere weeks
away. (The first day of school for our teachers is closer and for other school staff may have already
started.) This means that we are working overtime to get the last few “things” in. One last trip to the
grandparents; a few more lazy afternoons at the pool; an afternoon buying back-to-school clothes. And,
of course, a trip to watch the Indians play in Indianapolis. (They have Power Rangers next month.)
While “urgency” might be the wrong word for these end-of-summer moments, the idea is not wrong. If
they are to be done, it must be now. For we are in the last days of Summer 2022.
Of course, similar language is all over our Bibles. Jesus in the Gospels and so many of Paul’s letters talk about
being in the last days. They talk about a Kingdom that is near. They talk about a change so drastic that it can only
be described as “the end of the world.” Then they talk about a need to be prepared; to keep awake; to be urgent in
being ready. For these are the last days.
Faithful Christians have interacted with these texts in many ways through the centuries. Some have tried to figure
out just when that “last day” will be, often by using truly convoluted methods and math. Others have ignored them
completely, noting that the “last days” have not happened yet in the nearly 2000 years of Christian history. But for
me, there is a middle ground rooted in two important ideas.
One, I do not believe that we as Christians are meant to spend a long time or much energy trying to figure out the
last days. (After all, if Jesus himself doesn’t know the day or time, why do we think we should.) I believe that we
are meant to focus on how to do Kingdom work here and now. Two, I believe we are meant to do so with urgency.
The “keep awake” and “be ready” phrases are not for nothing. We are meant to keep at it like it is the last days.
What does this look like? For me, it means trusting the future, the last days, to God and knowing that I cannot
predict them anyway. Then, it means doing the tasks to which we have been called with urgency. Not because we
know or even suspect when the last day may be, but because we have been told to be urgent in our workings. It
means loving, caring for others, looking out for the least of these, and striving towards the Kingdom of God as if
each day might be the last. It means doing all we can with every day, not because we fear the future won’t come,
but because the love we have seen in Jesus compels us with such urgency that every day feels like the last. And
because that love empowers even in the face of such uncertainty. For it is ultimately God’s love that helps us to
love, not the wondering if today is the “last day” or not.
So, while I do know when the last day of my kids’ summer break will be (Aug 8), I do not know when the “last
days” of this world will come. And I don’t need to. For I know what we are called to do as people of faith. We are
called to lives of love, to striving for justice, to caring for others. And I believe firmly that doing just that is what
Jesus meant for us to do when he said to keep awake; when he talked about those last days. This may not be easy.
And there could, obviously, be whole aspects of this that I am missing. But it is what I will strive to do. On this
day. On every day. Even on the last day. I invite you to join me.
Shalom,

A page from the hymnal…

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
#72

Written in 1923, this beloved hymn was authored by Thomas Obadiah Chisholm. Chisholm
was born in Franklin, KY on July 29, 1866. He was a newspaper editor and was converted to
Christianity at a revival meeting at age 26 in 1892 and he was ordained in the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, in 1903. Reverend Chisholm served as a church pastor for one year before resigning due
to poor health. He later became an insurance agent. He was the author of 1,200 hymns and sacred poems. Another
of his well-known hymns is “Living for Jesus.” Thomas Chisholm died on February 29, 1960 in Ocean Grove, NJ,
at age 93. “Great is Thy Faithfulness” is based on Lamentations 3:22-23, “Because of the Lord’s great love we are
not consumed; for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning. Great is your faithfulness.”
Composed for this text, the tune, FAITHFULNESS, was written by William M. Runyan. Runyan was born on
January 21, 1870 in Marion, NY and died in Pittsburg, KS on July 29, 1957. Educated at Northwestern University,
he was ordained in the Methodist church at age 21 and served various congregations in Kansas. Runyan was also a
gospel song writer for the Moody Bible Institute and was an editor for Hope Publishing Company.
“All I have needed thy hand hath provided - Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!”
David W. Hanson, Organist/Choir Director
St. John’s (Huntersville) UCC

PRAYERS FOR:

LITURGIST & BENEVOLENCE
SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST
7
14
21
28

Anna Mauer .................... Our Church Wider Mission
Mike Schumacher ............ Huntersville School House
Peter Frye..................................... Granny Connection
Dan Hall................................... BAMA (Food Pantry)

CHURCH SAFETY
& SECURITY: In light
of recent occurrences of
church violence the church
council
has
begun
exploring what a Safety &
Security Plan looks like for St. John’s.
The hope is that the Safety & Security Plan will
include being prepared for medical and weather
emergencies, fire preparedness, general building
security and children/youth safety. If you have ideas
or concerns about the Safety & Security Plan or you
are interested in being involved in Safety & Security
at St. John’s let someone from the council know.
We are going to start with 2 easy steps: locking
doors and working on fire preparedness. Beginning
August 7th council members will be locking church
doors during church service. All doors except the
main church door (at rear of sanctuary) will be
locked during the opening hymn and unlocked
during the closing hymn for those arriving for
Sunday School drop-offs.

-

-

- Nikki Sarringhaus.
- Ruth Thie (dementia).
- John & Connie Moody.
Kent Meyers (son of Taaron & Roger).
Chyntia Buczak (cancer, friend to Dan Hall).
Dawn Buettner.
Danny McDonough (father of Sarah Feldmann).
The Family of Elton Linville.
The Family of Melvin Krieger.
The Family of Fred Sagester.
Robert Weiler Jr. (colon cancer).
The Family of Bea Wessel.
The Family of Owenita Grubert.
The Family of Ron Raver.
The Family of Sam Bruce.
The Family of Russell
The Family of Kim Vest.
Lori Mauer (Thyroid Cancer).

News, Current Events & Accomplishments:
We’re in need of some “new” news pertaining to
you, our amazing congregation. There is way too
much awesomeness in our church family not to have
something new to post. Please email me or leave the
message or newspaper article on my desk. I look
forward to getting some current events to post!

2022 Scholarship Application
Forms are available in the
3
7
8
11
12
14
18
20
22
24
25
27
28
29
30

August

Jerry Flodder, Tom Fullenkamp
Cami Muto
Bill Drew, Tyler Schaeffer, Rachel Spurlock
Robert Weiler III, Jadyn Welborn
Kimberly Hill, Ellie Westerfeld
Samantha Frye
Lori Mauer, Bill Walsman
Ashton Akridge, Dale Thie, Cindy Volk
Jonathan Spurlock
Lynn Nordmeyer
Katie Sapp
Annalise Boor
Aaliyah Wirth
James Borgman, David Lehfeldt
Curtis Davidson, Ronald Schroeder, Jon Schutte

ANNIVERSARIES

August

Commons or you can have Shannon
email you a copy. Contact Shannon
at stjohnsuccbatesville@etczone.com.
Applications are due no later than August 31, 2022.
Any questions please contact Bev Schwier at 812525-0821 or beverlyschwier@gmail.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC:
What a great Picnic we had this year. Finances are
still being crunched, but it was very profitable. More
importantly, it was a great day of fun, fellowship, of
serving and amazing food. (You cannot tell me that
our ice cream, roast beef, and soup can be topped.)
Many thanks to the Sunday School Board, the
plethora of volunteers, all who donated, and
everyone who made this year’s picnic such a great
success. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

BOOK STUDY:
1
6
7
9
13
15
16
21
24
26
31

Rob & Linda Wagner
Jim & Velma Placke
Gayle & LaVonne Sarringhaus
Art & Deloris Brebberman
Charlie & Martha Dieckmann
Stephanie & Patrick Anderson
Pastor Joey & Sarah Feldmann,
Jerry & Bev McKinney
Amanda & Scott Lyttle
Duane & Janice Brougher
Greg & Linda Westrup
Bill & Nancy Narwold

YEAR OF SUNDAY SCHOOL:
The Picnic was just the beginning.
2022 marks 150 years of Sunday
School at St. John’s. And we want to
celebrate! The year to come will be
filled with multiple special events. Some of them will
be big in scope. Others will just be fun. But they will
all celebrate the ministry of Christian Education that
we share, culminating in our 100th Picnic in 2023.
The 1st event will be a day to honor all who have been
ordained out of our congregation. (We have quite a list.)
We will have this special Sunday during worship on
September 18. And to truly mark the special day, we
will have a guest preacher, Mr. Joe Vonderheide,
elder of the United Methodist Church. It will be a
truly special morning. So please plan to join us. The
rest of our special events will be announced that day.

There has been just enough interest to announce that
we will have a book study this fall. For our first
foray, we will look at Blessed Are the Crazy, by
Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund. The book is a memoir that
delves into the thorny issues of mental illness and
our faith. It is quite powerful. Rev. Dr. Lund, who
when she wrote the book was on staff of the Florida
Conference of the UCC, is now the pastor at First
Congregational UCC in Indianapolis.
Dates are still being finalized, but the book study
will begin in September. Depending on interest
either day or evening sessions will be available.
(Both are also a possibility.) Please call the office or
talk to Pastor Joey ASAP to express your interest so
that books can be ordered and dates finalized.

CROP WALK:
October 2, 2022 @ Liberty Park. Registration and
lunch will start around 12noon and be served
through 12:45pm. The walk will begin at 1pm. This
year’s CROP Walk will be dedicated to the memory
of Pastor Creighton P. Leptak, Jr. whom we lost this
past winter. Pastor Creighton was committed to
alleviating hunger & supported those efforts to the
end. Watch for more info to come or please contact
Barb Foster with any questions.

Worship Service: 9:00am / Children’s Sunday School: 10:15am
Office Hours: Tuesday thru Thursday, 8am–4pm
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

Sunday School Board
Meeting @ 6:00pm

7

COMMUNION

8

9

First Student Day for
1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11
Grades attending
Batesville

10

First Student Day
for Pre-K, K 3, 6, 9, 12
Grades attending
Batesville

11

First Day for ALL
Students attending
Batesville
BAMA @ 1:30

Council Meeting
@ 6:30pm

14

15

16

17
Messenger
Deadline

21

22

23

24
Quiltmakers @ 9:30am

28

29

30

I love my church family!

31

