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I turned my outside Christmas lights back on this week for several days. I did so because
of the massive amount of snow we were going to get. It is possible (okay 100% true) that
the real reason is because I thought they would look pretty in the freshly falling snow
and that I wanted a picture of them once the snow stopped falling. (Also, the road had to
be clear enough to take said picture; hence the several days.) But the other reason, and
the one I will focus on, is that I wanted them to be a beacon in the midst of a severe
winter storm. I knew that the snow and cold would be bad; I wanted for at least a few
days there to be in my yard a source of light and joy, even if the Christmas season itself
was past. Which feels like a pretty good reason to have Christmas lights up in January...
and also, a pretty good metaphor for our faith.

We live in a world that has always been full of dark and hard moments. A world that has truly never been filled with only
the peace and love of God. That is true now, in the divisive time we are living in here in the US. But it was also true during
the Civil War. It was true during the Civil Rights Movement. It was true during colonial days, during the Middle Ages, and
even during the time of Jesus. Our beautiful, yet fallen, world has always been filled with pain and hurt, hard times and
struggle. This reality has always been a part of what it means to be human. I don’t believe this is God’s design and hope
for us. But it is our reality. And like the snows that enveloped us and postponed our Annual meeting, there is no escaping
this reality. Except that there sort of is. Because our faith teaches us that just as long as our world has been around, God
has been seeking to give us light and love. We see this in how he interacts with Adam and Eve, in the promises made to
Abraham, through the prophets of Israel, and especially in Jesus Christ. Like the lights on my front lawn, the God we see
in Jesus Christ has always been shining in the dark storms of our world.

This is good news worth hearing always. It is news we need in the midst of a world that seems dark and full of hardship.
And it is news I think we especially need reminded of as we enter into the more introspective season that is Lent. So hear
this good news one more time. Jesus, the light of the world, came and shone and the darkness could not overcome him.
We are promised that the grace of God is bigger than our most outrageous sins. A grace that offers us mercy and
forgiveness whenever we look for it. We are promised that God is with us through all the storms and hardships of life,
that God is there no matter what. And we are gifted a love from God that can never be extinguished, that envelops us far
more than any snow storm ever could. That holds us each and every day of our lives... and beyond. This is the good news
of our faith; it is news that shines even in the midst of the worst life has to offer. That brightly illuminates us before us
the ways of life and the promise of life eternal. I won’t say that I thought of all of this when I plugged in my outdoor lights
for a snow storm. But like them, this promise of God shines just the same.

Okay, I think I have stretched my metaphor well beyond where it can go. I hope you saw my lights during the couple of
nights they were back on and enjoyed them. Even more, I hope you, and we, will always remember the promise of God.
That we are loved, embraced, and journeyed with through all of life’s storms and tribulations. And that God’s grace and
mercy go beyond any imagining. For that news is brighter even than my Christmas lights.



Annual Meeting

Our rescheduled Annual meeting
will be on February 8 immediately
after worship. Please plan to join
us for this important meeting as
we discuss the business of the
church, including the election of
officers and the approval of our
budget.

Ash Wednesday

Our Ash Wednesday services will
be at 7:00pm on February 18 this
year. Come join us as we celebrate
Communion while remembering
our mortality. This is a powerful
way to kick off our Lenten season
and we hope to see you there.

L.enien Services

Our Lenten services will again this
year feature a wide variety of
experiences. This year, we will be
focusing on the Sermon in the Mount.
Our first service will be a “normal”
service on February 25 at 7:00pm. We
hope you will be able to join us.
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Youth Game Day/Lunch

We will have a youth game day/
lunch meeting at 11:30 on February
22. The meeting portion of the
event will be to plan and dream
events for the rest of the year and
summer. Please plan to stay after
Sunday school so you can help be
a part of a great season for our
youth group.

Perfect North Slopes

We are considering a young
families group trip to Perfect
North Slopes for tubing on March
L. If you would be interested in
such an outing, please contact
Pastor Joey. If there is enough
interest, we will book the trip.

Meeting Date Change

Please note that the February
Sunday School Board Meeting
will take place on Thursday,
February 12" at 6:00pm.
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Practice Dates/Times:

Thursday, April 9 6:30-7:30pm

Performance Dates/Times:

Qp

Practice for St. John’s UCC 42nd Easter Ecumenical Choir Cantata begins

Monday, February 16th, 6:30pm. This year’s cantata is Echoes of Easter.
From the first note, uplifting melodies and echoes of praise proclaim the

Easter celebration! All ages and faiths are welcome!
Mondays, Feb 16, 23, Mar 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 6:30-7:30pm

Thursday, April 2 (approx. 8:15pm) after Maundy Thursday Service

Easter Sunrise Service, Sunday, April 5, 6:30am

Encore Performance, Sunday, April 12, 7:00pm

j)'@‘i .
Mayve Za )

W

DID YOU KNOW?

We cannot determine exactly when the
Church Picnic began, although there is
evidence it has been around since the
1870’s. The picnic was begun as a
reward for the children attending
Sunday school. They would receive
several free tickets to use to play the
games (cat stand, fishpond, etc.).

MONDAY MORNINGS
WITH PASTOR JOEY

Stop in for a drink
& a chat upstairs at
Amack’s Well. He’'ll

be there a little
after 9:00am until
noon.
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A Page From the Hymnal
BLEST BE THE TIES THAT BIND ~ #393

Written in 1772, this hymn that celebrates Christian community was
authored by John Fawcett. Born on January 6, 1740 in Lidget Green,
Yorkshire, England, Fawcett was orphaned at age 12 and was apprenticed to
a tailor. He was converted, at age 16, by the preaching of George Whitefield
and began preaching, first serving Methodist churches, but was ordained
in the Baptist Church at Wainsgate, Yorkshire, in 1765. In 1772 he was called
to serve Carter’s Lane Church in London, but was begged by the
congregation at the Wainsgate church to remain. The Sunday following his
decision to remain, Fawcett preached on Luke 12:15; “Watch out and guard
yourselves against all kinds of greed, for your life does not consist in an
abundance of possessions.” At the conclusion of his sermon, he read the
text of this hymn. He remained at Wainsgate for 54 years, until his death on
July 27,1807. The hymn is based on Galatians 6:2; “Bear one another’s
burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ” Four verses of the original six are
in our hymnal. The other two verses are:

“When we are called to part; it gives us inward pain;

But we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.”
“This glorious hope revives our courage by the way;

While each in expectation lives and waits to see the day”

The tune, DENNIS, was composed by Johann Nageli, who was born near
Zurich, Switzerland on May 26, 1773. Nageli was a composer of choral
works and was editor and publisher of first editions of the music of
Beethoven, Bach, Handel and Frescobaldi. He was also the founder of two
singing societies in Zurich. Nageli died on December 26, 1836. The tune was
arranged and adapted by Lowell Mason, born on January 8, 1792 in
Medford, MA. Mason was a banker and music director. He composed over
1,600 hymns. Of his hymns included in our hymnal are: “O For a Thousand
Tongues to Sing” (#96), “Joy to the World” (#179), “There Is a Fountain Filled
With Blood” (#256), “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross: (#261), “My Faith
Looks Up to Thee” (#419) and “A Charge to Keep Have I” (#588). Mason is
credited with introducing music to American public schools. He lived in
Savannah, GA and returned to Boston in 1872 where he served as organist
at Park Street Church. Mason died in New Jersey on August 11, 1872.

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love”

-David W. Hanson, Organist/Choir Director
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Spodight On...Jeremy Miller =[] ¢
5 QUESTIONS &1 PHOTO TO GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER A BIT MORE!

1. What is your favorite Bible verse? 2 Peter 1:16 - For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you
about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

2. What has been your favorite trip or place to travel to? My favorite vacation was a 30 day 9,000 mile road trip out
west with Elizabeth and the kids. It seemed like we all disconnected from our normal lives, and it was just our family
for that time.

3. What is your favorite family tradition? One of my
favorite family traditions is on March 1st every year,
my whole family stands on our pond dock, I give a 3-
2-1 count, and we all jump in at the same time for the
annual Miller Family Polar Plunge. It is awful cold and Q : 2 M, 20
terrible. The anticipation is dreadful. But, we all tough " L8 ) o’ :
it out together, and I love it!!

4. Which holiday do you like most and why? My ,
favorite holiday is Good Friday. Christmas and Easter &=
are celebrated more, but, to me, the day he laid it
down is the greatest day.

5. What do you like best about St. John's? What I like
most about St. John's is everyone's willingness to
work, help, and pitch in. It seems like the church is a - < S ~ 3
well oiled machine, everyone knowing their roles. If The Miller Family
you're not 30 minutes early, the project is already
under way. If you don't offer to help right away,
somebody else is already doing it. . . and the music is
pretty great too :)

spoilight On...Elizabeth Miller =55/

5 QUESTIONS &1 PHOTO TO GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER A BIT MORE!
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1. What is your favorite Bible verse? One of my favorite 4. What is your favorite family tradition? Somehow, our
bible verses is Ephesians 2:4-5 But because of his great family started the tradition of going around the table and
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with  sharing our "favorite part of the day" during dinner. We
Christ even when were were dead in transgressions - itis  don’t always get to sit down every night like we used to, but
by grace you have been saved. when we do, someone always starts this up, and I love it.

2. Do you have any pets? We have two dogs. A chocolate 5. What would your dream job be? I am pretty fortunate to
Labrador named Lucy, who is truly the best dog ever,and  have the opportunity to be doing my dream job. I was a
an English bulldog named Maggie, who makes me laugh teacher until my fourth child, Duke, was born, and then

all the time. became a full-time mom. Having six kids can be pretty
demanding, and I am blessed to have the time to spend with
3. What is your favorite outdoor activity? My favorite them that I want. I'm learning how short their child stage is,

outdoor activity is running. In fact, if I could describe my  and I am glad to be home for as much of it as I can.
perfect day, it would involve running as far and as long as

I could. I have recently taken up triathlon, but running is ' ' ' ' ' '

definitely my favorite.



Liturgist Schedule:
February 1 -Myron Kanning

February 8 - Dan Narwold
February 15 - Jeremy Welborn
February 22 - Mike Vonderheide
March 1 - Sam Sitterding
March 8 - RD Kitchell
March 15 - Sarah Dobson
March 22 - Mike Vonderheide

Comments or
Suggestions?

Talk to one of our PRC
members:

Mike Schumacher,
Rachel Davis,
Jena Gerritsen,
Kimberly Hill
or Sarah Dobson!
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Please try to stop by the Lost &
Found and see if you can claim
any of the items.

k Thank you! j

Comtact [Imfto

Church Office Phone:
812-934-4144

Church Office Email:
stjohnsuccbatesville@etczone.com

Pastor Joey Email:
pastorjoeystjohns@etczone.com

Website:
www.stjohnsuccbatesville.org

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/sjuccbatesville/

YouTube:
www.youtube.com/@josephfeldmann1025
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* FEBRUARY"

Megan Volk
Zach Placke
Garrett Wagner
Carol McPherson
Kindred Lehfeldt
Floyd Wirth
Barb Foster
Emily Vonderheide
Abigail Vonderheide
Alice Steiner
Larry Eaton
Mark Meyer
Jeremy Raver
Tim Pohlman
Steve Vonderheide
Bob Weber
Jane Link
Gail Miller
Debbie Rollins

15
18
19

21
22

23
24
25
26

28
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Marlene Riehle
Travis Westerfeld
Quinten Sarringhaus
Tyler Placke
Jeff Schwier
Lisa Slagle
Jessica Lehfeldt
Georgia Haarman
Linda Meyer
Gary Cornett
Amber Wirth
Mark Johnson
Landon Boor
Jerry McKinney
Nathan Pohlman
Anita Oliver
Gretchen Oppelt

FEBRUARY

5 Roger & Becky Schutte

14  Joe & Cindy Volk
Gerald & Jenny Huffmeyer
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
Men’s Choir ] Q 5 Chancel 4 5 6 7
Sings Practice
Communion Confirmation
Sunday 6 & 7pm
chancelsines g 9 10 11| BAMAL130p 10 13 14
ConArr;m;iilonal Sunday 3 CI_LAPPYD
Vosting Council School ALENTINE'S
10:15am Meeting, 7p Cogfgf;“ation Meeting, 6p GDAY LY
pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Easter Chancel sings
Cantata & practices
Practice Ash Messenger
6:30-7:30pm Wednesday 7p Deadline
Chancel Sings Q9 23 24 .. 25 26 27 28
1°* Sunday of Easter Q:Ietr?ga?r:s
Lent Cantata
Youth Game Practice Confirmation
Day/Lunch 6:30-7:30
11:30a P 6&7pm
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